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[bookmark: _Hlk32241458]AIM OF PROGRAM


Young Ambassadors program aims to unite youth for the future of the Black Sea, for a healthy, resilient and sustainable Black Sea.


[bookmark: _Hlk32239574]The Black Sea CONNECT project is looking for passionate, engaged and creative Young Ambassadors that are willing to play an important role in advocating for Blue Growth in the Black Sea and promote the goals of the Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA). The engagement of the Young Ambassadors will enhance the visibility and actions of the Blue Growth Initiative in the Black Sea, will increase the countries’ potential and spread the output of projects and activities related to the Blue Growth Initiative in the region. 


The Young Ambassadors will collaborate with experienced mentors in the relevant countries around the Black Sea, to promote mutual understanding, increase leadership skills, and prepare youth to make a difference in their communities.


Within this program, Young Black Sea Ambassadors from each Black Sea riparian countries, including Republic of Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Turkey and Ukraine, as well as the Republic of Moldova together with the ambassadors of different sea basins will engage with political, social, economic and scientific leaders to develop the necessary skills to become actors for change in 2020 and beyond. 




Information about Program



The objective is to:
CONNECT TO BLACK SEA – Young Ambassador Program
· 
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· Train, prepare and equip a new generation of young Black Sea citizens with practical skills, integrity and potential to address issues on Blue Growth in the region
· Develop a network of young influencers willing to be actors for positive change in their communities, countries and region
· Contribute to and promote a richer mutual understanding of beliefs, values, identity, history and cultures through a collective learning experience
· Empower the Young Ambassadors to take an active role in their communities and equip them with tools for social transformation


	The goal of the Black Sea CONNECT Young Ambassadors
The Ambassadors will: 
· use their talent to increase awareness about marine science and blue growth activities for promoting the actions of Black Sea Blue Growth Initiative 
· engage in workshops, community service activities, team building exercises, meetings with community leaders 
· engage with young people to contribute to build a generation that protect seas and oceans
· promote and communicate specific and foresight activities related to the SRIA pillars of the Black Sea Blue growth
· campaign and drive change in their own communities
· advocate for marine science outputs to be used for policy and industry 
· create opportunities for further cooperation and collaboration and follow-up activities between the Black Sea and the EU sea basins



Activities of the Black Sea CONNECT Young Ambassadors
Activities will include:
· Participation in a 2-day training course, to be held in 2020, at country’s member of the Black Sea CONNECT offices, to enhance the Young Ambassadors’ knowledge on the Black Sea Blue Growth Initiative, the Black Sea SRIA and Black Sea CONNECT activities, the Common Maritime Agenda and the marine policy landscape of the Black Sea countries and the region. Due to the restrictions related to COVID-19, this 2-day training course can be organised online.
· Building knowledge and skills into working at the science policy interface.
· Participation in various activities, including attending and participating in one or more Black Sea CONNECT General Assembly meeting(s) and/or other external events or workshops. Travel and subsistence will be covered by the partners’ budget.
· Participation in a Winter/Summer School on Blue Growth in the Black Sea, to be organised by the Black Sea CONNECT Project (2020).
· Development of online or local campaigns and actions to address the challenges in the Black Sea 
· Work with fellow ambassadors in online and face to face meetings to finalise campaigns and actions
· Presenting awareness campaigns in Bulgaria on Black Sea Day (or Promoting Science Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue for Blue Growth in The Black Sea Conference) (30 October 2020). Due to the restrictions related to COVID-19, this event can be postponed until later in the year. Additional information will be given in due course. 

[bookmark: _Hlk32240522]Benefits for the Black Sea CONNECT Young Ambassadors
· Become strongly motivated to advocate for youth information
· Have the opportunity to voice concerns, feelings, ideas for change of the Black Sea, seas and oceans
· Build and apply teamwork skills
· Learn more about the Black Sea, and how to design and implement awareness campaigns for seas and oceans
· Develop & use science communication skills (develop campaign content such as articles, blogs, videos)
· Act as spokespersons for the Black Sea Initiative with the required quality information
· Participate in related activities and the opportunity to present their own work at major events in the presence of important academics, research and other stakeholders. 



Application Process & Rules


Young Ambassadors should be:
· Curious about the world, and the ocean. Interested in community building, science diplomacy, public engagement, education and training, and youth issues 
· Good communicators, and willing to use their creativity, imagination and communication skills to help promote Blue Growth in the region (via blogs/videos/social media posts/performances and writing articles)
· Fluent English speakers 
· Comfortable with public speaking 
· Between the ages of 20-35 years
· Able to travel within their country for national SRIA and Initiative training in 2020 (can be virtual or on-site)
· Able to travel to the Black Sea riparian countries for Winter/Summer School 2020 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One of the following: I) M.Sc., Ph.D. student or post-doc researcher who can demonstrate marine and maritime research, policy relevant science and and/or industry, II) science communicator, III) environmental NGO, IV) activist, V) science diplomat from the Black sea countries.
· Volunteer to work as ambassador until 2022
· Committed to working in this program from 2020-2022 time to this program.

Application, participation and results
Applicants are asked to submit an application form, a short motivation letter on how they believe their role could impact their career and what they would contribute to promoting Blue Growth in the Black Sea and names of at least 2 references as a single PDF file. 

Applications for the position of the Young Ambassador of the Black Sea CONNECT Project should be sent to info@connect2blacksea.org by Sunday 31 May 2020 (please use in the email subject line the following format: Black Sea Young Ambassador Application 2020 – [Your Name]).
 
A panel of experts from the Black Sea CONNECT Project will review all applications and selection results will be announced by 15 June 2020.  

More information on the specific topics can be provided by sending email to info@connect2blacksea.org.

It is estimated that the engagement of the Young Ambassadors will be around 20 days/year (including the Winter/Summer School, 2020) and will last until the end of the project in 2022. Full travel support will be available to all selected Young Ambassadors. Part-time financial support will be considered based on the current position and commitment of the selected Ambassador. This long-term planning will help the Young Ambassadors to get involved in the assigned project from the start to finish, meet and liaise with national and international experts and stakeholders and advocate their thoughts and reactions to achieve the goals of the Project during the meetings. Applicants should be proficient in English, with a high level of skill in both spoken and written forms.


YOUNG AMBASSADORS 
FOR BLUE GROWTH IN THE BLACK SEA 
2020-2022

APPLICATION FORM

	
1. PERSONAL INFORMATION

	Title *	Please select one:
	Prof.		Dr.		Mr.		Mrs.		Ms.

	Full Name *
	First Name:				Last Name:	

	Gender *
	

	Date of birth *
(dd/mm/yyyy)
	

	Nationality *
	

	Full Mailing *
Address
	

	Country *
	

	Telephone (Country Code + Area Code + Telephone No)
	

	Email *
	

	Social Links

	Skype
	
	Facebook 
	

	LinkedIn
	
	Blog
	

	Twitter
	
	Instagram
	




	2. APPLICANT BACKGROUND

	Tell us about:
•	Your educational qualifications/experiences
•	Your work experiences
•	Your volunteer experiences
•	Extra-curricular activities/hobbies

	Tell us what motivated you to apply to be a Black Sea Young Ambassador? (not more than 300 words) *:



	3. KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 

	What skills would you bring if selected to be a Young Ambassador? (not more than 150 words):





How do you plan to use the knowledge/skills gained from Young Ambassador Program (not more than 100 words) *:





Please describe your ocean commitment here, and explain what you wish to accomplish through being part of this Program (Training, Winter/Summer School and beyond) (not more than 150 words) *:






Which of these Sustainable Development Goals do you work/engage with directly on? (Please choose all that apply)

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all SDG 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

SDG 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

SDG 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development

SDG 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development 

None of the above



	4. ABOUT YOUR PARTICIPATION *

	Indicate your level of English language proficiency:

Elementary		Intermediate		Advanced

























	Recommendations / References (will only be contacted if application successful and following communication with each successful applicant):


	Please list the names, phone numbers and email addresses of two people that know you well (educator, youth worker, employer, team leader, etc.) excluding parents, relatives, and peers.




	5. APPLICATION DEADLINE

	Below given application documents should be sent as a single PDF file to info@connect2blacksea.org by Sunday 31 May 2020. 

· Application form
· Short motivation letter
· 2 references

Application Forms received after this deadline will not be considered.

Checking your Application Form:
· The Application Form is duly completed*
· The Application Form is in PDF Format *
The	Application	Form	is	saved	with	this	format: Black Sea Young Ambassador Application 2020 — [Your name] *





	6. UNDERTAKING*

	Declaration of the Applicant:

By submitting this Application Form I, hereby certify that the information given is accurate. I confirm that all the information given in this form is correct and complete. 

I confirm that I have read and that I am aware of the details and expectations of the Black Sea Young Ambassador Programme. I also commit myself to participate actively in the preparation process, to work closely with partners in terms of reporting and delivering a strong Programme, and in the follow-up activities.


Signature of Applicant: 		Date:   	
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