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Connect2BlackSea.orgA Basin Under the Effect of Multiple Stressors

With unique habitats, abundant resources and rich

cultural heritage, the Black Sea is vital to its coastal

communities.

The Black Sea ecosystem is also unique in being

susceptible to increasingly negative impacts from

several human-induced stressors, such as

eutrophication and hypoxia, overfishing, and

introduction of alien species. Superimposed on these

are the effects of climate change on the ecosystem.



Connect2BlackSea.orgEffect of Climate on the Black Sea specific dynamics

Source: SeaDataCloud
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If we are to save our sea, use its resources in sustainable way and build a 

prosperous economy in our region for the long term, we will need a new 

approach.

Transition to a sustainable blue economy

What is Blue 

Growth?
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strategy to support 

sustainable growth in the 
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as a whole.
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How to develop sustainable blue economy in the Black Sea in 

the face of challenges?

Knowledge
InnovativeSolutions
EconomicGrowth

Governance
Educationand

CapacityBuildingBiology

Boosting 
Blue Growth

Maintaining
SafeOperating 

Space

Engaging
policyand

citizens

Global integration



Connect2BlackSea.orgTheStrategic ResearchandInnovationAgenda



Connect2BlackSea.org

Building on Atlantic, Baltic and Mediterranean Sea SRIAs

Atlantic Ocean Baltic Sea Mediterranean

The Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda
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The Blue Growth Initiative for Research and Innovation in the Black Sea has determined four main 

pillars based on the Burgas Vision Paper and the Black Sea Strategic Research and Innovation 

Agenda.

The four pillars of the Black Sea SRIA
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Milestones:

June 2018 ïBurgas EMD ïVision Paper for SRIA

May 2019 - Romania ïLaunch of SRIA 

10 Workshops: 

1. Brussels June 2017 

2. Batumi Sept 2017

3. Brussels Dec 2017 

4. Istanbul March 2018 

5. Burgas May 2018

6. Bucharest October 2018

7. Brussels January 2019

8. Istanbul March 2019

9. Bucharest May 2019

10. Brussels September 2019

From Burgas Vision Paper to Bucharest Declaration
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Launch of Black Sea SRIA 

8-9 May 2019, Bucharest, Romania

Black Sea Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda was launched at the Sustainable Development in the 
Black Sea (Sust-Black) Event hosted by the Presidency of the Romanian EU Council
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HOW TO SUPPORT 

BLACK SEA SRIA AND ITS 

IMPLEMENTATION?
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The WG-GSO ïThe Governing Body of the Black Sea Blue 
Growth Initiative

Black Sea Working Group of Senior Officials (Black Sea WG-GSO)
BS WG-GSO is comprised of 1. Members: Black Sea riparian country

representatives, 2. Observers: Representatives of BSEC OrganizatIon of the

Black Sea Economic Cooperation and Black Sea Commission, other countries

or parties, coordinators of Black Sea Connect CSA

Objectives of BS WG-GSO:

Ç Identify key policy priorities that need to be addressed in order to ensure a sustainable

exploitation of the Black Sea. Review and update the Black Sea SRIA accordingly.

Ç Advise and develop a consensus on opportunities to align priorities and activities that are

in line with the shared national, regional and/or European policy goals as well as R&D

Strategies and Programmes in this area.

Ç Recommend national and regional governments as well as European Commission

leverage funding strategies, develop research infrastructures sharing mechanisms at all

levels (national, regional, European), and prevent duplication and fragmentation of

research and innovation efforts and resources in this area.



Connect2BlackSea.orgBlack Sea CONNECT CSA

Horizon 2020
Call: H2020-BG-2018-2020

(Blue Growth)

Topic: LC-BG-09-2019

Type of action: Coordination and Support Action

Proposal number: 860055

Project acronym: Black Sea CONNECT

PROJECT name: Coordination of Marine and 

Maritime Research and Innovation in the Black 

Sea

Duration:10.2019-10.2022
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Connect2BlackSea.orgBlack Sea CONNECT Consortium

14 partners from 9 countries

Fourteen organizations (including universities, research institutions, intergovermental organisations, 

research & funding agencies and NGOôs) from nine countries are involved in the project; the Black Sea coastal 

countries, namely the Republic of Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Turkey, 

Ukraine as well as Republic of Moldova and European Union countries Germany and France.



Connect2BlackSea.orgThe Core Contribution of Black Sea CONNECT

Å Black Sea CONNECT CSA will scientifically, technically and logistically support the 

Black Sea Blue Growth Initiative towards the implementation of the SRIA, with a view

on boosting the Blue Economy in the region. 

Å Black Sea CONNECT will develop and promote a shared vision for a productive, 

healthy, resilient, sustainable and better valued Black Sea.

The specific objectives of Black Sea CONNECT

01 Support the Black Sea Blue Growth Initiative to consolidate and update the SRIA

02 Develop the SRIA Implementation Plan

03 The establishment of an operational network for the Black Sea Region

04 Support the design and implementation of new transnational joint activities

05 Making the Black Sea visible through empowered Black Sea societies
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Flexibility to Evolving Policy Framework at EU and 
global level



Connect2BlackSea.orgClustering Ecosystem with Other Projects, Data Services and 
Infrastructures, Networks, Strategies and Initiatives

RELEVANT 
PROJECTS

DATA SERVICES & 
INFRASTRUCTURES

STRATEGIES & 
INITIATIVES

Å EU Bioeconomy Strategy

Å EU Blue Growth Strategy

Å Common Maritime Agenda

Å EU Green Deal

Å UN Sustainable Development

Goals ( SDGs )

Å UN Ocean Decade

PLATFORMS & 
NETWORKS



Connect2BlackSea.orgKick-off 10-11 December 2019

John Bell, Director of Healthy Planet Directorate in DG RTD,

Christos Economou, acting Director for Blue Economy in

DG MARE

Radoslaw Darski, Deputy Head of Division in European

External Action Service ïEEAS.



Connect2BlackSea.orgFLASHBACK to Results of 2019 December Kick-Off Day 1

Visibility and Outreach

Å Young ambassadors

Å Black Sea web site 

and channels

Å Training/up-skilling of 

citizens 

SRIA Implementation Plan

Å National Consultations

Å Links to Ministries and 

funding agencies

Å Operational network 

start to be established 

Big Picture

Å Contribute to Mission, 

Partnership and SDGs

Å Put Black Sea on a 

world map!
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Website ïMain Page

www.connect2blacksea.org



Connect2BlackSea.org

@connect2blacksea

@ConnectBlackSea

Connect Black Sea

Hashtags

#BlackSeaConnect

#Connect2BlackSea 

Socia Media Channels
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6 countries and many more virtual events

Recent Dissemination Activities



Connect2BlackSea.orgTowards SRIA Implementation Plan

Implementation Plan



Connect2BlackSea.orgImplementation of the Black Sea SRIA

An accountable and impactful SRIA Implementation Plan 

will be built on the concrete actions defined by the Black Sea Blue Growth

Initiative

will include mechanisms that will secure long term sustainability of the

SRIA Implementation Plan beyond the conclusion of the project.

will also define, support and implement the effective cooperation and

funding mechanisms, tools to implement the actions through joint

transnational activities
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Connect2BlackSea.orgOperational Network of Funders and Key Players

Network of marine and maritime research funding agencies and other key players (such as 

universities, clusters, SMEs, NGOs, industry, innovators and civil society organizations (CSOs)) 

with the goal to help the creation of the Implementation Plan and facilitate and support the 

dialogue and interaction among research funding agencies, institutes, private companies and 

relevant ongoing initiatives in the Black Sea area.

Innovators

Ministries

Public 

Institutions

Fisheries NGOs

SMEs

National 

and 

European 

Funders

Research 

Centers

Funding 

Agencies

Industrial 

Partners

Private 

Sector

The goal: To help the creation of the Implementation Plan and facilitate and support the dialogue

and interaction among research funding agencies, institutes, private companies and relevant

ongoing initiatives in the Black Sea area.



Connect2BlackSea.orgTransnational Joint Actions

1
To develop, share and transfer best practices 

and innovative approaches in the fields marine 

and maritime education and training. 

Development of joint curricula, ecosystem-

based management, Erasmus+ programme etc.

Education

Actions focusing on the natural 

environment of Black Sea will be 

undertaken, focusing on the 

integrated, joint shipboard studies 

(joint expeditions) from land-sea 

connection to open and deep seas. 

Ecosystem

Novel approaches in aquaculture, 

reducing and clean-up of marine 

plastics, or the design of a new, Black 

Sea-specific marine and maritime 

cluster with dedicated activities, will 

be considered

Innovation

The transnational joint actions will be concrete, mutually agreed actions that will involve at least three 
of the riparian counties in the Black Sea on how blue growth research and innovation strategy will be 

implemented. 

The topic of the actions will include at least three actions on three general themes. Other options will be also 

considered, a comprehensive characterization of these joint actions will be presented to the Black Sea GSO WG.
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1

Ecosystem: Impacts of COVID-19 on Ecosystem

A dedicated task force within the CSA to conduct research as a joint action in line with the SRIA priorities

Integrating the topic in the national SRIA consultations

Creating a platform via the Connect2BlackSea website to showcase relevant studies on the Ecosystem and

COVID-19 relation

Education & Innovation: Young Ambassadors Programme 

Developing innovative projects, actions, trainings with the Ambassadors and the CSA partners

Transnational Joint Actions



Connect2BlackSea.orgBlack Sea Young Ambassadors


